
THE WILD FAUNA OF THE EMPIRE

THE WILD DOG.

The wild hunting dog of Africa (Lycaon pictus) is, of course,
well known by sight to all sportsmen who have hunted in that
country ; but not being an animal offering much temptation to the
hunter, and therefore being but seldom especially sought for, the
sportsman and traveller passing through a district usually sees but
little of him.

I am personally only acquainted with the wild dog common to
the southern portions of the Continent, and only know of one
species there—the genuine Lyceum pictus—which, judging by
comparison with set-up specimens and heads of the same animal
killed in British East Africa, would appear to be a considerably
larger and heavier animal than the latter.

One sometimes hears the wild dog spoken of as a ' nasty
mangy beast,' but at all events, so far as the parts of the country
which I am acquainted with are concerned, I am not at all
inclined to agree with this sweeping diatribe. Out of a consider-
able number I have seen killed at different times, I have never
seen a coat which was not in excellent condition, the irregular
patches of black, white, and khaki in some cases standing out
nearly as distinctly as the markings on a tortoiseshell cat. The
ears, owing to the attentions of ticks, have often a bare and scabby
appearance, but so would those of any domestic dog under similar
circumstances. That the natural odour of the animals is strong
and unique is undeniable, but I would not say that it is offensive
in any way ; it is certainly no stronger than, though different to,
that of a fox, and one can sometimes wind them under certain
conditions of atmosphere very much as one does the latter.

Although, partly owing to the dense bush which they affect,
wild dogs are difficult to come across casually, when they are
happened upon they will generally allow a man to approach
within forty or fifty yards before rising from their lair, and will
then stand uttering their hoarse and rather sinister growls of
alarm for quite an appreciable time. They then usually make off
at a loping canter for perhaps a hundred yards, when they almost
invariably stop for another stare, afterwards, if not too openly
pursued, retreating at a hound's jog, which the sportsman, by
taking short cuts and hurrying his pace, can usually ke^p up
with
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Thus they offer plenty of opportunities to the rifle, nor does
the overthrow of one or two of their number at the first onset
appear to alarm them. The various troops are distinctly local
in their habits. A fairly large one, at first consisting of some
forty or fifty members, hunted a stretch of country fifteen miles
by ten, taking it in sections in pretty regular rotation as the game
kept moving before them, for some eighteen months after the
inception of the Reserve, and could even be found with a fair
amount of certainty at regular intervals in certain favourite spots.
Persistent persecution, however, eventually caused them to leave
the district, and for six months hardly any were seen, nor were
any tracks visible.

Game, especially the smaller species of antelope, have perhaps
no such dangerous and indefatigable enemies. Hunting in
bodies of any size from one or two upwards, they will noiselessly
steal, either in the cool of the evening or between grey dawn and
sunrise, upon some unsuspecting herd, and an interesting sight it
is to see them; the members rambling along in an apparently
nonchalant way at a hound's jog, each with nose down and in
perfect silence, a silence which, by the way, is never broken
throughout the course of the chase. On coming on a fresh ' line'
there is no increase of pace, but the leaders prick their great
round ears and jump at intervals straight up and down to get if
possible a view over the tops of the long grass; then, on getting
up to their game, the whole pack spreads out noiselessly so as to
encircle it as far as possible. When close enough, they dash
forward. Away in all directions fly the terrified antelope, while
their pursuers, splitting up singly or into small detachments aa
their fancy dictates, ruthlessly purstie the unfortunate individuals
they have marked down. There is seldom any escape. Gifted
with extraordinary speed and immense endurance, the wild dog is
served on occasion as well by his nose, the reliability of which his
broad muzzle sufficiently indicates, as by his muscular limbs; and
fortunate indeed is the creature which, once having formed his
quarry, can safely win out. The actual method of chase has been
sufficiently described by several writers. The pack leader spurts
up alongside the hunted animal, and, springing at the flanks or
quarters, tears away a mouthful of flesh, then, dropping back, he is
relieved by another and yet another of his companions, who repeat
the performance until exhaustion and loss of blood tell their tale
and bring the victim to the ground, when all rush like a pack of
hounds into their fox, and he is torn to pieces and devoured in an
incredibly short space of time. To show the rapidity with which
they carry out the ' breaking-up' process, on one occasion the
native police at a certain piequet heard a duyker cry out close by.
Only pausing to get their spears from the hut, they ran to the
spot, hoping to secure some of the meat for themselves, but,
although between the time of the first alarm and of their reaching
the spot there could not have elapsed more than three minutes,
nothing whatever remained but a little blood and some pieces of
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skin, while the dogs themselves had already decamped, no doubt
having discovered the proximity of human beings.

The ferocity with which they pursue their prey was exempli-
fied one evening when two dogs pulled down an impala ewe
close to camp ; they were at once driven off by the natives, and
the ewe was still alive and trying to rise when I came up, but in
the most sickening condition, both her flanks torn open, the
entrails either gone or trailing on the ground, and the flesh of one
quarter entirely stripped off from hock to base of tail, so that the
bone showed throughout.

The reason that the wild dog is so terrible an enemy to game
in general is his wasteful method of hunting (in which he approxi-
mates to, though no doubt he is far from equalling, the modes in
favour among a certain class of so-called sportsmen) that is to
say, one or two dogs having pulled down, for example, an impala,
will eat as much as they can conveniently gorge, and will then
leisurely rejoin the pack, leaving the carcase to the vultures,
hyaenas, and jackals; the following day probably they resume
the chase and a fresh animal is slain. In this their practice is
very different from, and very much more reprehensible than, that
of the lion and the leopard, who return again and again to their
kill, and use every precaution to prevent the meat becoming the
property of the professional scavengers of the forest.

Although the larger antelope do no doubt not infrequently fall
victims to these voracious creatures, it is probable that, where
smaller aiiimals such as impala, reedbuck, bushbuck, or duyker
abound, they restrict themselves almost entirely to those, and
leave the bigger game in great pleasure alone. Such, at all
events, has been the case in the Sabi Eeserve, where impala roam
in troops large enough to supply food to all the carnivora with
the minimum of effort.

It is said, possibly with some truth, though I cannot speak
from personal knowledge, that a wounded wild dog is always
killed by the rest of the pack; it is certainly the case that he
does not make a good recovery when wounded, the heat of the
blood, consequent on an exclusively meat diet, causing the injuries
to mortify in a way which never occurs among herbivora.

Nevertheless they are by no means ' soft,' and will go great
distances with the most desperate wounds. I never saw a
wounded or injured dog running with the pack, as is the case
with game, nor did I ever see one killed that had recovered from
any old wound or serious injury.

As mentioned above, the morning hunt takes place usually
from earliest dawn. After its successful conclusion, or on the sun
beginning to get high, as the case may be, the pack, continually
joined by stragglers from all directions, proceeds, uttering at
intervals their rallying cry, to some convenient water. In drinking,
deep pools and large rivers are, wherever possible, no doubt from a
wholesome fear of crocodiles, carefully avoided. The next item is
the sandy bed of a dry watercourse or bank of a river. Here, if
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the hour is still early and the sun not too hot, they will lie rolling,
and basking, while truants keep dropping in; as the day gets hot
they betake themselves to the shade of a tree or of a cool clump
of reeds, where they sleep throughout the warm hours.

When the shadows begin to lengthen and the air cools, the
time has arrived for another visit to the water; then after an
interval follows the evening hunt, should the morning one have
been a failure, and they will drink again before lying up for the
night, the time for which is very uncertain, as I have sometimes
heard them calling as late as 10 or 11 o'clock P.M.

They have three distinct calls, the first and best known being
the peculiar and weird cry usually heard at dark and in the
morning, which is the rally for the pack after a hunt; this cry is
almost exactly similar to the last note of the call of the ordinary
cuckoo, and is repeated eight or ten times in quick succession.

The second is the loud single wolf-like growl of warning and
alarm given when the animals are suddenly disturbed, and have
sprung up to gaze at the intruder; it is much louder and hoarser
than that of any domestic dog, and is quite unmistakable.

Then there is the peculiar growling, probably expressive of
satisfaction, which is made when breaking up a carcase; when
first wounded, I have heard some dogs utter a single low yelp,
but quite different to the noise made by a domestic dog when
injured.

As regards breeding, the young seem to be born about the
month of May, the females of the pack having previously selected
some retired spot where there are old ant-bear or other holes.
Here parturition takes place, and whether the young ones of
different females are at first placed in separate lodgings or not is
far from clear, but it is fairly certain that very shortly after birth
the offspring of a good many bitches are found occupying the
same burrow promiscuously mingled. While the cubs are still
young the whole troop, including the mothers, appears to hunt as
usual, but the latter, at all events, and probably all, lie up near or
at the breeding-ground. At two or three months old the youngsters
are ready to take part in the expeditions.

The wild dog prefers, and in fact invariably seems, to kill
his own meat, differing essentially in this particular from the
felines, which latter would appear to prefer to employ a butcher
when possible ; for this reason it is practically impossible to tempt
him with carrion, and so traps and poison are of but little avail
against him, and the rifle must be the mainstay. It is said that
in some parts of the Gape Colony, an open country, where they
were at one time a terrible scourge to farmers, the process of
extirpation was materially assisted by laying a drag and placing
at intervals small pieces of poisoned liver or other delicacy along
the line; but in the Sabi country, owing perhaps to the ease with
which game can be caught, nothing of the kind has so far
answered against them, and there has only been one case of a
wild dog being trapped.
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I have never myself seen Lycaon pictus in a domesticated
state, but there are instances of this having been attained when
the cubs were caught quite young; and a gentleman of my
acquaintance, Mr. William Sanderson, who has hunted in the
Eastern Transvaal for more than thirty years, told me that he
used to take a couple of them on his hunting trips, but could never
stop them running in and tearing the fallen game, though they
were tolerably amenable in other particulars. His wolf-like nature
would, however, prevent the wild dog from ever making a satis-
factory domestic animal; his expression, and his general appear-
ance, are in themselves quite enough to dissipate any notion of
his having anything but the very remotest connection with the
' friend of man.'


