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5. It has been decided to publish No. 9 issue of the
JOURNAL as soon as possible.

6. In response to a request from Lord Onslow, Lord
Irwin, the Viceroy of India, has sent a memorandum on the
position regarding faunal preservation in India at the present
time. A member of the Committee resident in India is taking
steps to arouse public interest and form local societies.

7. Our local correspondent in Nyasaland reports the
formation of a Nyala sanctuary near Chiromo, which is a
highly satisfactory event.

8. The Society has been in touch with the Governor of
Ceylon, Sir Herbert Stanley, whose sympathy with wild life
preservation is well known, and he has forwarded a memoran-
dum on the position as it stands at present in that colony.

9. Your Committee is making inquiries regarding the
faunal position in Palestine and the possibility of establishing
sanctuaries.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
As members have been informed, His Royal Highness the

Prince of Wales has done the Society the great honour of
agreeing to become its Patron.

The Society continues to grow satisfactorily. We now
number forty-two Honorary, thirty-two Life and four hundred
and sixty-seven Ordinary Members. Total five hundred and
forty-one. On 1st January, 1927, we were only two hundred
and forty-nine all told. Increase should be progressive as
we become better known. A Society with aims and a field
of action so wide as ours cannot be content with less than a
thousand members. Naturally, the greater our strength,
numerically and financially, the better shall we be able to
carry out the task which we have set ourselves. If each of
our members could bring in just one recruit, our ideal would
become a fact.
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Our thanks are due to several of our members resident
abroad for the trouble they have taken in enrolling new
members among their friends and acquaintances ; thanks
to their energy a large number of District, Forest and other
important executive officers are now in our ranks.

We are also greatly indebted to our correspondents overseas
for the manner in which they have kept the Committee in
touch with local happenings in regard to faunal protection
in almost every part of the Empire. Without such informa-
tion it would be difficult for the Society to function freely.
Since members abroad are necessarily unable to attend our
meetings it is proposed to send them a periodical digest of
what the Society is doing.

Members who arrive in England from abroad should com-
municate their addresses while at home to the Secretary,
so that any notices of meetings and publications of the Society
may be sent to them. All changes of address in England
should be notified for the same reason.

We have to deplore the deaths of several well-known and
influential members during the past year.

Sir F. J. Jackson, K.C.M.G., C.B., formerly Governor of
Uganda, and a pioneer of British East Africa, whose knowledge
of the fauna of East Africa was unique, was one of our
original members. Another sportsman and field naturalist
with a world-wide reputation who passed away during
January was Mr. Abel Chapman. Mr. Chapman was one of
our Life Members and his interest in our aims and work was
an active one. It is perhaps not generally known that Mr.
Abel Chapman had a good deal to do with the revival of the
Sabi Game Reserve, now the Kruger National Park, after
the Boer War. It is true that in 1898 the southern portion
of the area had been made a sanctuary by the Republican
Government; but no special protection was provided, and
natives and whites did in fact much as they pleased. When
hunting in the neighbourhood in the earlier part of 1899,
Mr. Chapman was distressed at the callous manner in which



32 SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF

the last relics of the fauna were being exterminated, and by
the extreme shyness of such animals as remained. On
reaching England, therefore, he impressed on the Colonial
Office the urgency, as soon as peace had been declared, of
reviving the Sabi Reserve, and of making it a sanctuary in
fact as well as in name. The success which was the out-
come of his initial effort is now a matter of history.

The late Mr. Charles Sheldon was a notable field naturalist,
the author of several books on American big game, and one
of the foremost in the movement to form the American
National Nature Parks. Mr. Edward Rooth, who died last
year in Pretoria, South Africa, had been an Honorary Member
of the Society for over twenty years. He was formerly
Chairman of the Transvaal Game Protection Association, and
in that capacity did a great deal to check the ruthless
destruction of wild life in the Transvaal. Among other
deeply regretted deaths are those of Mr. Gerald Buxton and
Lord Aberdare.

During the autumn Mr. T. R. Hubback, Game Warden,
F.M.S., visited England and was good enough, at our October
meeting, to give the audience a very clear and interesting
account of what has been done for wild life in Malaya. He also
found time to pay more than one visit to the offices of the
Society, when the valuable information he gave was very
much appreciated. The F.M.S. are fortunate in having
the services of Mr. Hubback and he is ably seconded by
Mr. Bankes. With two such men on the spot confidence
may be felt that the interests of the wild animals will be
kept before the authorities. It is fortunate that these
interests are in such good hands, because our latest advice
is to the effect that the local government is at present
considering the abolition of some of the game sanctuaries,
and the Society is in communication with the Colonial
Office on the subject, with a view to ascertaining the reasons
inducing the suggested step.

By the courtesy of the Editor of Game and Gun the pages of
that periodical have been thrown open to the publicity work
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of the Society. The Society's thanks are also due to the Field
for the prominence which it invariably gives to our com-
munications in its widely read columns.

A number of propaganda leaflets have been printed and
distributed, and lantern slides depicting wild life in different
parts of the Empire have been made for educational purposes
in combination with lectures. In this connection it is hoped
that any members of the Society who may care to assist
from time to time by undertaking lectures on wild life either
to adults or children in the neighbourhood of their own
residences or elsewhere, will send their names to the Secretary,
when if they desire he will advise them of any suitable
opportunity and if necessary supply lantern slides for the
occasion.

The situation in Zululand as developed since the Executive
Committee's Report of 15th October, 1928, though not
entirely satisfactory, is at least better than it might have
been. It seems steps are to be taken to ensure that the white
rhinos (about twenty in all) in the Umvolosi Reserve are
adequately protected. The Union Government will take no
drastic steps to abolish any of the existing sanctuaries.
Some compromise has, however, been necessary, and the
price to be paid may be the thinning out of all larger animals
in the sanctuaries, and, outside, what will amount to
complete extermination of the big game in a very short time.
Unfortunately, the Mkuzi bush, the nyala stronghold in the
north, is to be, it is understood, open for both whites and
natives to work their will in. This seems deplorable. It is
not pretended that the tsetse menace exists there and nyala
are perfectly harmless to farming industry, remaining
closely in their small specialized area by day, and only
venture a short distance beyond its boundaries at night.
With the extermination of these nyala, it is doubtful whether
any more of these fine buck will remain in the world except
those in the Nyasaland Reserve newly established through
the efforts of Mr. Rodney Wood and a very few within the
Kruger National Park. Formerly there were a great many
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distributed in patches throughout Portuguese East Africa
as far as the Greater Sabi River, but it is believed that white
and native hunters have practically made an end of them.
An interesting article from the Times on the Zululand
position is reproduced in the present number.

A controversy similar to that which took place in Zululand
is now going on in Southern Rhodesia in respect of fly and
game, and the local Press is full of arguments pro and con.
Since some of the free shooting is advocated in places where
no tsetse fly exist and apparently against the wishes of
certain of the local residents, there is at least a suspicion that
the agitation, like most such agitations, is to some degree
inspired by motives not unconnected with personal profit
to individuals.

A very interesting paragraph in connection with tsetse
fly appears in last year's report of the Empire Marketing
Board to the effect that along the West African coast there has
been established a breed of cattle which is able to live and
flourish in the midst of the fly belt. Experimental work in
connection with such immunity is now being carried on in
Nigeria. It seems that in mid-Dahomey a breed of horses
exists which exhibits the same resistance to nagana as these
cattle. Also in the Bulletin of Entomological Research,
vol. xix, pt. 3. pp. 309-16, it is stated that in a portion of the
Nuba Mountains Province of the Sudan the cattle, goats and
sheep are resistant to trypanosomiasis and are " carriers "
in the same sense as wild animals. There can be no doubt
that the wild animals of Africa at some far-off date must have
acquired immunity to nagana at great cost of life and possibly
of extermination of some species, but there is no reason
why domestic animals should not have immunity conferred
upon them without any such calamity, once science has
discovered the correct short cut.

It is a great pity that no one has apparently devoted
sufficient study to the cause of the disappearance of the
tsetse throughout areas where the rinderpest passed. The
popular notion is that it disappeared because the game all
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died and it had nothing left to live upon. But this was by
no means the case, for only certain types of the larger wild
herbivora such as buffaloes, kudus and elands, suffered severely
from the epidemic. Impala and wildebeest hardly felt it
at all, in fact it is doubtful if it ever even touched the former,
and yet in the Transvaal low-veld, for instance, it was the
impala bush which was also the principal haunt of the
tsetse fly.

Sir Edward Denham, Governor of the Gambia, has made
regulations prohibiting all killing of hippopotami in the
Gambia River. The Committee are deeply grateful for
His Excellency's courtesy in writing personally to apprise
them of the action he has taken and for enclosing the new
regulations. Sir Edward Denham is ex officio an Honorary
Member of our Society.

The annual destruction of fur-bearing animals still runs
into many millions, even the Trade itself is beginning
to get nervous as to how much longer the supply will hold out.
It may be that the salvation of some at least of the wild
species lies in the growing domestication of fur-bearers for the
market, possibly also in the improvement of the fur-fabric
industry which is beginning to manufacture some really
beautiful and effective material.

There can be no doubt that marine mammals generally
and whales in particular have come upon very evil days,
and failing international legislation it is difficult to see how
they can last many years longer. It is comparatively easy
for any single nation to make and enforce regulations in its
own waters, and it may be able to restrain its own nationals,
but failing universal agreement no government could in
justice do so while foreign competitors retained a free hand.
It is quite a human trait to " kill the goose that lays the
golden eggs ", and doubtless only when the last whale has
disappeared will tardy legislation at length emerge !

Every year about September an expedition sails from
Capetown to exploit the sea elephants, sea lions, and seals
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in certain islands in the Antarctic. Kerguelen is a French
possession and was believed to be a sanctuary, but in the
absence of any local protection it is not known how far its
sanctity is respected. The second officer of one of the ships
concerned, writing to the Cape Press, stated recently : " On
arrival at Heard Island a number of men were sent ashore
whenever possible to shoot or club sea elephants on the rocks
and beaches. Anything in oil is welcomed no matter whether
they are fathers, mothers, or youngsters. They all help to
fill the tanks." Sea elephants are among the rarest of
marine mammals.

The disappearance of any species always occurs, apparently,
suddenly. One year there are said to be " plenty " and the
next not an individual can be found. It was so with the
high veld game .of South Africa, which were currently
reported to have suddenly vanished in less than twelve months.
So also with the American Passenger Pigeon, and nearly so
with the American Bison. Of course, what really happens
is that for some years before ultimate disappearance the
scarcity of animals in a certain area is accounted for by
saying that they have emigrated temporarily elsewhere.
When there is no game in a district the native African,
pointing to the far horizon, will say, in the Sudan, " foq "
and in South Africa " lapo pezulu ", meaning the same thing
-" it is away up there." In some parts of Australia,
where the rarer kinds of pouched mammals are getting
dangerously scarce, it is often current talk that " in the
next district there are plenty ", but on going there the seeker
is referred back whence he came.

The preservation from extinction of the world's fauna is
of international importance, and individual nations should
regard themselves only as trustees for the wild life of the
countries they inhabit or hold. It is therefore very satis-
factory to notice what strides wild life protection is making
outside as well as inside our Empire. In the New World,
America showed the way over 50 years ago, but it is only
within the last 30 years that the idea of saving the fauna
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for other than sporting purposes has found general acceptance.
To-day there are societies, associations, and committees
in nearly all European countries doing their best to safeguard
wild life, and in Africa as well as elsewhere a great many
sanctuaries have been established. The latter continent now
possesses two " national parks "-areas alienated for all time
for purposes of faunal protection-these are the Kruger
National Park of South Africa, and the Pare National
Albert in the north of the Belgian Congo. An account
of the latter will be found elsewhere in the JOURNAL. The
name of Dr. J. M. Derscheid is closely linked with the
establishment of this Reserve. Dr. Derscheid has recently
inaugurated in the Belgian capital an International Bureau
for the protection of wild life, which aims at being a
correlating and informative centre for all the protection
societies of the Old World. The clerks engaged are of varied
nationalities, so that the correspondence with each nation
is conducted in its own tongue. The more international
liaison of this kind progresses the easier it will be to arrive at
some effective method of protecting such creatures as sea
mammals and birds, and obtain satisfactory adjustments of
the difficulties connected with the ivory trade in Africa for
instance, where each nation has its own standard of weight
for warrantable tusks and immature ivory obtained illegally
in one territory may be smuggled across the frontier and sold
openly in an adjoining foreign one.

AUSTRALIA'S RARE MAMMALS.
By BROOKE NICHOLLS.

Seated one evening at dusk on the banks of the Watts
River at Healesville, a little mountain town some 40 miles
from Melbourne, I watched for a duck-billed platypus.
For several evenings it had appeared, swimming upstream
where the water widened into a pool, and I suspected that
it had its burrow in the fern-covered sloping bank opposite
to where I sat. But it was difficult to mark the spot where


