
REPORTS OF MEETINGS

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
HELD AT THE OFFICES OF ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Thursday, 2nd December 1920

THE Vice-Chairman read the report of the interview between
himself and Mr Buxton and Sir Herbert Read (Report
attached).

Rhinoceros Sondaicus.-It was left to Dr Chalmers Mitchell
to draft a letter from Sir S. Harmer's letter (attached)
to be sent to India Office and to the Viceroy.

Journal.-It was agreed that the Secretary should see Messrs
Hatchards with regard to the possibility of putting a
limited number of copies on sale to the public.

Umfolosi Reserve Game Drive.-Dr Chalmers Mitchell under-
took to draft a letter of protest to General Smuts.

European Bison.-A letter (attached) was read from Count
Bobrinskoy asking for the Society's help in securing
protection for the survivors in Poland. It was agreed
to send a letter to the Polish authorities through the
Legation.

A letter from Mr Routledge was read, stating that complete
protection had now been given to the Jamaican coney
from 1st January to 31st December.
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BRITISH MUSEUM (NATURAL HISTORY),
CROMWELL ROAD,

LONDON, S.W.

THE Asiatic fauna includes two species of Rhinoceros pro-
vided with a single horn. One of these is the great Indian
Rhinoceros, which is found in Assam and elsewhere. The
second species, perhaps not greatly inferior in size to the
Indian Rhinoceros, is the Javan Rhinoceros (R. sondaicus),
which occurs or has occurred in certain restricted parts of
India and in the Malay Peninsula, in addition to the Island
of Java. It has been supposed to inhabit Sumatra and
Borneo as well, but statements to that effect need confirma-
tion, and are very likely to be wrong.

In Java the Rhinoceros is now reduced to a single herd,
which is confined to the Bantam district, at the extreme west
of the Island. The herd is said to consist of about fifty
individuals, which are very strictly preserved.

In the Malay Peninsula the range of this species has
diminished greatly during recent years. The British Museum
has made various attempts, during the last ten years, to
obtain information on the subject; but practically none had
been received until a few months ago, when Mr Theodore
R. Hubback wrote to say that he had shot a specimen in
the Lower Tenasserim district of Burma. He described the
persecution which this Rhinoceros has experienced in the
last few years, and he emphasised the great reduction of its
numbers which had taken place. This has been largely due
to the existence of Chinese superstitions which credit various
parts of the animal with medical or other virtues.

There is reason to feel the greatest anxiety with regard
to this magnificent animal, which is perhaps the rarest of
all large mammals. The strongest representations on the
subject should be made to the authorities concerned; and,
in particular, the Government of Burma should be asked
to institute measures for the protection of the Sondaic
Rhinoceros in Tenasserim and other districts (if any such
exist under their jurisdiction).

The Dutch authorities are endeavouring to protect the
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animal in Java, and it is to be hoped that a determined
effort will be made to prevent its extermination in British
t e r r i t o r i e s . S . F . HAKMER.

November 1920.

MAGDALENE COLLEGE,
OXFORD,

29th October 1920.

DEAR Mr BUXTON,-Allow me to address you the follow-
ing considerations regarding the present condition of the
zubr (European bison) in the Bieloviege forest and my
suggestions as to the possible preservation of this rare
animal from complete destruction.

The forest of Bieloviege, situated in the former province
of Grodno, W. Russia, forms a part of the, now disappeared,
great Lithuanian forests. Under the reign of the Emperor
Alexander II. of Russia a part of these forests, roughly
320,000 acres, was converted into an Imperial game pre-
serve, and the animals living therein enjoyed good protec-
tion. The zubr, which was destroyed in all Europe except
in Bieloviege and some very wild parts of N.W. Caucasus
(except a few park specimens in Count Potocki's preserve
" Pilavin," the summer residence of the Czar at Gatchina
near Petrograd, and Prince Viasemsky's game preserve,
near Petrograd-all these three game parks were completely
destroyed by the Bolsheviks), was looked after with especial
care, and no one had the right of shooting them without a
special permission, which was granted very rarely by the
emperor.

During the Imperial shooting parties, which were organ-
ised periodically, the rule was that only one zubr was allowed
to be shot by each guest. The number of these animals
increased yearly and, as far as I know, their number
towards 1913 was something between 500 and 600.

During the war all that part of the country was under
German occupation for about l| years and the forest, as well
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as the game, suffered very considerably from the German
troops, who shot indiscriminately bulls and cows, stags and
hinds, bucks and does. Several zubr were caught and two
of them, I am told, are now at Skansen, near Stockholm,
to which park they were given as a present by the Kaiser
during the war.

When the Russian revolution broke out in February 1917
the forest of Bieloviege was still under the German occupa-
tion. Subsequently the German army left that country, and
as the Russian army was demobilised by the revolutionary
Government in 1918 and no administration was established,
the Polish army, which was organised about that time,
advanced eastward, and since then the forest has been in the
hands of Polish authorities. During the subsequent invasions
of Bolsheviks on Poland Bieloviege changed hands two or
three times, until, according to the recent peace treaty be-
tween the Poles and the Bolsheviks, all this country became
Polish territory. I happen to possess estates between Brest-
Litovsk and Pinsk in the province of Grodno, and have visited
that country in April 1920. When I inquired about the
zubr and the state in which the forest of Bieloviege was, I
received rather alarming news-namely, that considerable
numbers of these animals have been shot, not only by
Germans, but also by the peasants, many of whom had
Russian military rifles which they bought from the demoral-
ised soldiers of the old Russian army. Large numbers of
elk, red deer, roes, wild boar, etc., were also destroyed by
these local poachers during the last two or three years.

As the Polish Government largely depends at the present
moment on the decisions of the Allies, and British public
opinion is by no means neglected in Poland, I should suggest
that some steps may be taken by the Society for the pre-
servation of the Fauna of the Empire in order to protect the
remaining zubr. As far as I can see, it would be extremely
advisable to send a letter or an appeal to the Polish Govern-
ment, through the Polish Legation in London or directly to
Warsaw, in which the importance of preservation of the zubr
should be pointed out. It seems to me that such a letter
might have a very good influence on the Polish authorities,
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who have, at the present moment, very many questions to
solve in organising their new country, and who, I believe,
would be willing to follow reasonable advice.

Believe me, Mr Buxton, to be,
Yours very sincerely,

BOBRINSKOY.

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
HELD AT THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM,
SOUTH KENSINGTON

22nd February 1921

THE Chairman read a Report from Mr Palmer to the Colonial
Secretary dealing with the Lake Chad Reserve. The
Colonial Secretary proposed throwing open this Reserve
and suspending the game laws in that area on account
of the great damage done by the game in general, and
elephants in particular, to native crops. He further pro-
posed to proclaim a new Reserve in the Bedde Emirate.

It was agreed to send a letter to the Colonial Secretary,
thanking him for his courtesy in giving the Society this
early information, and calling attention to the necessity
of making the new Reserve a real sanctuary and dis-
couraging settlement in that area.

It was decided to press for the appointment of a Resident
Warden, whose expenses might be, in part, defrayed
by the proceeds of the ivory obtained from elephants to
be killed off in the Chad area.

It was decided to call attention to the need of a sufficient
water supply within the boundaries of the new
Reserve.

It was felt that the proposal to allow the natives half the
proceeds of the ivory killed by them in the Lake Chad
area would be a very dangerous precedent and liable to
abuse.
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING HELD AT THE
ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY'S OFFICES, REGENT'S PARK

26th April 1921

MINUTES of last Meeting read, and confirmed.

Arising out of the Minutes.-It was mentioned that a letter
had been sent to General Smuts calling attention to the
game drive in the Umfolosi Reserve and that a reply had
been received from him that the letter had been referred
to the Natal Provincial Council. It was felt that, failing
a reply from them, the matter should be gone into
again.

In connection with the Journal the Secretary stated that the
cost was £120, but that a part of this would be defrayed
by the sale of copies to the public.

The following new Members were elected :-

C. BODEN K L O S S T H E MAHARAJA OF COOCH BEHAR
G. HEMMANT SIR T. F. BUXTON
F. C. H. BORRETT COUNT NIEROTH
A. EZRA

The Chairman suggested that a President be elected. It was
agreed to leave the selection to the Executive Committee.

The Report of the Meetings of the Executive Committee
was read.

A letter from Mr E. W. Bovill was read, calling attention to
the need of Game Reserves in Nigeria and suggesting
areas suitable for this purpose. It was decided to get
into touch with the Governor-General and find out his
views on this point.

The proposal to allow Mr T. R. Hubback to form a branch of
the Society in Malay was agreed to.

A letter was read from Mr Hornaday calling attention to the
proposed abolition of the Conservation Commission in
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Canada. It was agreed that a letter of protest should
be sent to the Premier.

Sir S. F. Harmer called attention to an article by Professor
Osborn in Nature on the disappearance of mammals.

Mr Meade-Waldo called attention to a photograph of a white
rhinoceros, recently shot by the Duke of Sutherland,
which appeared in The Times. It was decided to write
to the Governor-General of the Sudan to bring it to his
notice, and press for complete protection of this species.

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
HELD AT THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

25th May 1921
•

MR BOVILL'S letter in reference to a proposed Reserve in
Sokoto Province, Nigeria, was read.

The Chairman reported that he had that morning had an
interview with Sir Hugh Clifford, Governor of Nigeria,
who had offered to discuss the matter with the
Society. It was agreed to call a Meeting of the
Society for this purpose at such a date as would suit
Sir Hugh Clifford.

A draft letter to the Prime Minister of Canada was approved
protesting against the proposed abolition of the Con-
servation Commission.

It was agreed to send a letter to Sir Herbert Samuel suggest-
ing that an inquiry should be made as to the desirability
of formulating some Game Laws for Palestine.

Lord Onslow called attention to the fact that some experi-
ments had been made in domesticating the African
elephant in the Belgian Congo. It was suggested that
inquiry at the Belgian Consulate might be worth while
with a view to discovering the prospect of success of
similar experiments in British dependencies.



22 SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF

MEETING
22nd June 1921

SIR HUGH CLIFFORD attended to confer with Society as to
Reserves and other measures for the preservation of
species.

The following new Members were elected :-

Major W . R . F O R A N T . W . RUSSELL
H . H . B A N K S E . MOORE
S . C . S P I N K S V i s c o u n t HAWARDEN

The Minutes of the last Meeting, on 26th April 1921, were
read, and confirmed.

Mr Hubback's letter with reference to Rhinoceros Sondaicus
was again read.

It was reported that a letter had been written to the Governor
of Burma, but no reply was received. It was agreed
that a further letter be written, as the existence of this
species was in danger of extinction.

Sir Hugh Clifford informed the Society that the Lake Chad
Reserve was definitely abolished, and another in ex-
change definitely marked out in the Bedde Emirate,
150 miles to the west. He had declared that giraffe
were forbidden to be killed; and anyone in possession
of a skin or other parts of the animal would be
punished.

Mr Bovill urged the need of Reserves in Sokoto in the N.W.,
and suggested areas.

Sir Hugh Clifford had not visited Sokoto at all. It is
admitted that the population had increased greatly,
but the areas suggested are sparsely populated.

It was agreed that Sir Hugh Clifford should be made an
Honorary Member, to which he consented.



THE FAUNA OF THE E M P I R E 2 3

MINUTES
25th November 1921

1. The Minutes of last Meeting were read, and confirmed.

2. Sir E. Northey and Messrs C. R. W. Lane, A. M. Champion,
A. S. le Souef and Captain Caldwell were elected Honorary
Members.

3. It was agreed to issue another number of the Journal as
early as possible.

4. A letter dated, 24th was read from the Burma Government
promising to inform the Society of the steps being taken
to protect the Rhinoceros Sondaicus. As no steps had
yet been taken, it was agreed to write to them again.

5. Elephants. It was agreed that a letter should be written
to Sir Herbert Read, asking how far the Colonial Office
had moved over the question of a weight-limit for ivory.

6. Some correspondence was read re the 'revival of the
International Commission for the Protection of Nature.
The Vice-Chairman suggested that the League of Nations
might take this matter up in preference to the old Com-
mission, and volunteered to get in communication with
the League on the subject.

7. A letter from Mr Abel Chapman was read, asking the
Society to press for the restoration of t e white rhino-
ceros to the protected list. It was agreed to write to
the Governor of the Sudan again on this matter.

8. A letter was read from Mr Meade-Waldo, calling attention
to the slaughter of gorillas in the Congo. The Secretary
was instructed to try to obtain copies of the Belgian
Game Laws from their Consulate.

9. Owing to his leaving London Sir R. Wingate wrote offer-
ing to resign his place on the Executive Committee.
He was asked to remain on and, if necessary, a new
Member could be added.



24 SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT THE ZOOLOGICAL
SOCIETY'S OFFICES

24th March 1922

THE Minutes of last Meeting were read, and confirmed.

Arising out of the Minutes it was agreed that the Burmese
Government should be approached again as to protec-
tion of the Rhinoceros Sondaicus, as the matter was
urgent.

The Chairman undertook to write to Earl Balfour with
reference to the proposal that the League of Nations
should call an international Conference on Game Pre-
servation.

Mr C. W. Hobley was elected an Honorary Member, Sir
J. Ramsden an ordinary Member.

Kenya Colony.-Mr Hobley brought up the question of the
Game Reserves and of the New Game Ordinance, and
read some comments and criticisms, and offered practical
suggestions, which the Society might act on. A sub-
committee, consisting of Sir W. Garstin, the Chairman,
Vice-Chairman and Secretary,' was appointed to deal
with these suggestions, and if it thought fit place them
before the Colonial Secretary.

Elephants.-A letter was read from the Foreign Office, stat-
ing that a deadlock had been reached in the negotiations
for the revival of the International Convention regulat-
ing the export of Ivory, chiefly owing to the attitude of
the South African Government, and the rights of certain
native chiefs, and the consequent refusal of France to
co-operate. It was thought that, in the event of the
League of Nations taking up game protection, this
matter might come before them.

With reference to the Sudan, Mr Wallace said that Captain
Brocklehurst had now been appointed Game Warden.
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Mr Meade-Waldo raised the question of the large bags of

gorillas shot, recently in the Mfumbiro Volcanoes, and
pointed out that this race of the gorilla was confined
to a very small area and would be easily exterminated.
Owing to this being in Belgian territory, it was felt that
the Society could not do very much, but that this might
be a matter for the League of -Nations Conference.

White Rhinoceros.-It was thought that something should
be done to try to save the few remaining white rhino-
ceros in Zululand. It had been suggested that an
attempt should be made to try to capture them and
transport them to the Transvaal Reserve, as their
destruction was almost certain in their present habitat.
It was agreed to enlist the support of Dr Hornaday
in pressing the South African Governnient for their
protection.

Swaziland.-Proclamations were read deproclaiming parts of
the Stegi Game Reserve in Swaziland, and removing
blue wildebeest from the list of protected animals.

Mr Wallace called attention to the use of motors for shoot-
ing game in East Africa, and it was agreed to press the
Colonial Office to get this made illegal.


