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NIGERIA.
NOTES ON WILD LIFE PRESERVATION IN

THE NORTHERN PROVINCES.
By "OBSERVER"

Increased interest in Preservation is being taken, partly
due to the visit of Colonel Haywood, to the formation of
the " Nigerian Field Society", and also to propaganda
among important Chiefs.

2. As instances—within the last year or two—
(a) Klipspringer were put on the First Schedule, if in

the Ningi-Lemme Forest Reserve of Bauchi Province.
They are, however, not nearly as rare as was at one

time imagined.
(b) Gorilla—now on the First Schedule.
(c) The holder of a special licence under Section 21

or Section 23 of the Ordinance has to submit his licence for
endorsement to the Resident of each Province he enters,
before hunting.

(d) Further hippo reserves were created on the Benue
Donga and Katsina Rivers and within 15 miles of Aboh.

(e) Katsina Division of Zaria Province was closed until
31st December, 1935, as regards the killing and capturing
of elephants and giraffe, by direct request of the Emir
of Katsina.

(/) Similarly with the Kagerko District of Zaria
Emirate (for elephant), a herd, which had long been
established near the Kaduna-Jos railway line, having
migrated to Kagerko for safety.

(g) Jos Township and Hausa Town have been declared
a game reserve—to prevent the wholesale capture of birds
of the canary variety for which there is a great demand
among the Yorubas of the south.

(h) Many Emirs and Chiefs have issued orders pro-
hibiting the capture and sale of small birds.
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(i) Game drives in the Emirates are being looked upon
with increasing disfavour by many Emirs, as also the
indiscriminate setting of traps by gangs of professional
or semi-professional native hunters.

(j) Certain Emirs have given orders prohibiting their
subjects from hunting such species as Giraffe, Hippo,
Elephant, and Rhinoceros. As far as is known no
Elephant are allowed to be hunted by natives anywhere
in the Northern Provinces.
3. Certain of the above instances are as much as three

years old. It is desired to show, however, that some pro-
gress has been and is being made in the Conservation of
Wild Life, and that more thought on the subject is being
exercised, especially by the Native Chiefs.

4. It is feared that no marked progress has been made
with the question of Game Reserves and Sanctuaries.

5. As regards damage to crops by Elephant—a European
hunter was given permission to reduce the size of a large
herd of Elephant in the south of Bornu Province and to
" teach them their place ". The final results are not yet
known.

6. It was observed, as Colonel Haywood mentions, that
skins of Senegal Gazelle were being sold as " hides " in
considerable numbers in one area, and action to put a stop
to this practice was promised.

7. The question of the slaying of wild ostriches for the
sake of feathers was also gone into in one part of the country.
It was believed that certain trading firms were buying them
for export.

8. It is pleasant to be able to report that cheetah are not
nearly as rare as was thought. There are fair numbers in
several Provinces and they extend nearly as far south as
the Benue River.

9. Caracal (Lynx) should be added to the list of
inhabitants of the Scrub zone of Nigeria.

10. With regard to Lord Derby's Eland, Major Powell-
Cotton points out that he has shot them at Kone about
13° 20' E. not more than 40 kilometres from the Eastern
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frontier of Adamawa Province. It might happen, therefore,
and has actually been reported, that Eland enter Nigeria.
They should perhaps not, therefore, be omitted from
Schedule I, as was suggested.

11. It is alleged that members of certain missionary
societies are notable offenders against the game laws, possibly
with good but misguided motives. Applications have, it is
said, even been received for permission to shoot the female
and young of antelope, the majority of the males having
been shot out in the neighbourhood. In other cases it
would appear that it is desired to add to popularity among
native adherents by the provision of banquets of hippo
meat.

Examples of this policy have been reported from other
countries, but the heads of the particular organizations have
usually been willing to check the blood lust of their staff.

ASSAM.
FAUNA PRESERVATION.

By A. J. W. MILROY

(Communicated by Assam Government.)
While the Government of Assam recognize the value to

Game Preservation of views of all sorts beirig aired, they
feel they cannot pass unchallenged a number of statements
made by Mr. Hanson in his article on the Fauna of Assam
in the Journal of your Society, New Series, Part XX, which
seem to imply, directly or indirectly, that Government
have been supine, neglectful, and badly advised in their
policy. It is accordingly requested that space for this letter
may kindly be found in one of the Society's issues.

1. Mr. Hanson's initial assertion that Government have
adopted a short-sighted policy in repealing the Arms Act
is indicative of much that follows : the facts, as opposed to
the allegations, are :—


