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In this connection, and in support of the above statements
may I call attention to the definite fact that in vast areas
of Kenya where the natives do not yet tamper with the
game birds such as Masai, Samburu, Rendile, etc., those birds
are invariably abundant to a remarkable degree notwith-
standing grass fires and unlimited vermin.

CONSERVATION NOTES.
BURMA.

The Burma Wild Life Protection Bill became law on
llth October, 1936. It extends to the whole of Burma,
except in so far as any area may be exempted from its opera-
tion by the Local Government.

The following are the main operative provisions of the Act:
Sanctuaries.—The Local Government may, by notification,

declare any land which is at the disposal of the Government,
and, subject to the consent of the owner and to such conditions
as may be determined by mutual agreement, any land which
is private property, to be a sanctuary.

Provided that before any area is declared to be a sanctuary,
notices of the proposal to declare such area as a sanctuary
should be published for a period of not less than three months,
calling for objections to such proposal.

No person shall hi a sanctuary—
(a) Hunt any animal except with the special permission

of the Local Government which shall be granted only for
scientific purposes or to preserve the balance of animals ;

(b) Drive, stampede, or wilfully disturb any animal.
Reserved Forests.—Subject to any right created by grant

or contract in the manner prescribed in section 23 of the
Burma Forest Act, 1902, no person shall in a reserved forest
save under and in accordance with the conditions of a licence,

(a) Hunt, drive, stampede or wilfully disturb any animal,
or,

(b) Remove any animal or part or product thereof.
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Provisions operative outside Sanctuaries and Reserved Forests.
Animals Completely Protected.—No person shall hunt any

of the following animals or knowingly possess, sell or buy them
alive or dead or any part or product thereof save under and
in accordance with the conditions of a special licence issued
by the Local Government for scientific purposes—Rhinoceros,
Tapir, Argus Pheasant, Masked Finfoot, and any other
animals that the Local Government may, by notification,
declare to be completely protected animals under this section :

Provided that it shall not be an offence for any physician
or druggist to possess or sell or for any person to possess for
private medical purposes rhinoceros blood or any preparation
thereof:

Provided further that it shall not be an offence for any
person to continue in the possession of any article which he
possessed before this Act came into force or to possess or
sell or buy any part or product of any animal specified therein,
which has by a process of bonafide manufacture lost its original
identity.

Animals the Pursuit of which is Subject to Licence.—No
person shall hunt any of the following animals or knowingly
possess or sell or buy them alive or dead or product thereof
save under and in accordance with the conditions of a licence—

Elephant, Bison, Saing, Thamin, Serow, and Goral, and
any other animals that the Local Government may, by
notification, declare to be protected animals under this
section:

Provided that it shall not be an offence to possess, buy
or sell any domesticated Elephant or any part or product
thereof:

Provided further that it shall not be an offence for any
person to continue in the possession of any article which he
possessed before this Act came into force or to possess or
sell or buy any part or product of any animal specified
therein, which has by a process of bona fide manufacture lost
its original identity.
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Animals Protected by Close Seasons.—No person shall hunt

any of the following animals or sell or buy or possess them
dead or alive during the close seasons specified against them
below; and no person shall possess or sell or buy any part
or product of any such animal if it has been killed or captured
during the close season, and, if the corpse or flesh of any such
animal is found in the possession of any person during a close
season, it shall be presumed until the contrary is proved that
the animal was unlawfully killed or captured by him during
the close season :—

Hog-deer 1, „., _
c
 6,, 115th June toSambhur («>«., 0 ^ . 1 .T, , . , 30th SeptemberBarking deer ] r

Peafowl
Pheasant (except

Argus Pheasant)
Partridge
Jungle Fowl
Quail
Wild Duck
Teal

15th March to
^30th September

Provided that the Local Government may, by notification,
vary the close seasons given above or add any other animal
to the list of animals protected therein and prescribe the
close seasons therefor.

Animals which may not be Captured or Kept in Captivity.—
No person shall capture or possess or sell or buy any live
animal herein specified during any part of the year—

All species of Snipe, Wild Duck, Teal, Wild Geese :
Provided that the Local Government may, by notification,

add any other animal to the above list of animals protected
therein.

Prohibition of Certain Methods of Hunting.—No person shall
do any of the following acts, namely :—

(a) Lay down poison for any animals except as permitted
under section lla, sub-section (3), of the Burma Fisheries
Act, 1905;
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(b) Hunt any animal by means of pitfalls ; or
(c) Hunt any animal other than carnivora from any plat-

form or machan, hide, or pit; or
(d) Use artificial light for the purpose of hunting any animal

other than carnivora ; or
(e) Shoot any animal other than carnivora from the back

of an elephant or from any kind of wheeled vehicle or air-
craft ; or

(/) Use any Elephant, wheeled vehicle or aircraft in such
a manner as to drive, stampede, or disturb any animal other
than carnivora for any purpose whatsoever, including that
of filming and photographing ; or

(g) Hunt within two hundred yards of the compound of an
inhabited Buddhist monastery or of a religious edifice for
which trustees have been appointed ; or

(h) Use explosive for fishing in reserved forests ; or
(i) Hunt with dogs any animals except carnivora, hares,

and birds :
Provided that the Local Government may, by notification,

prohibit any other method of hunting.
Prohibition of Export and Impart.—(I) No person shall export

from or import into Burma any of the following animals or
any part or product thereof—

(i) Rhinoceros ;
(ii) Except under licence issued by an officer empowered

to do so by the Local Government—
(a) Any living animal other than rhinoceros ;
(b) Any part or product of Elephant, and Egret's feathers :
Provided that this section shall not apply to any such part

or product which has by a process of bona fide manufacture
lost its original identity :

Provided further that the Local Government may, by
notification, extend this section to any animal not specified
therein.

(2) Any Customs Officer or other officer authorized by
Government may detain any animal or any part or product
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of any animal specified in clause (i) and sub-clause (ii) (b)
of sub-section (1) unless a licence has been obtained as herein
required.

Exemptions.—Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to
apply to the killing or wounding of any animal by any person
in defence of himself or of any other person, or in bona fide
defence of property :

Provided that—
(a) Any such person killing, capturing or wounding any

animal protected under sections 6, 7 and 8 shall at once
report the fact to the nearest Magistrate, Forest Officer,
Game Warden, or Police Officer, and

(b) That the animal so captured or destroyed and all
parts thereof other than parts subject to speedy decay shall
be the property of Government, but such animal or any part
thereof may at the discretion of a Forest Officer specially
empowered by the Local Government in this behalf be given
to the person who has killed it.

There are elaborate provisions for the enforcement of
the Act.

EUROPE.

The European Bison.
A Report of the International Society for the Preservation

of the European Bison, published last March, contains three
papers by Erna Mohr, the first of which deals with additions
up to date to the " Stud Book " of European Bison in captivity.
The second gives a genealogical account of the small herd
at Skansen, near Stockholm, and a subsidiary herd at
Langsjon. The third gives the detailed history of two herds
founded in Poland, one at Posen in 1924 and the other later
on at Bialowies.

The report thus furnishes a summary of useful and interest-
ing information. It contains eight plates of photographs of
specimens of special interest.
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INDIA.
Preservation of Wild Life in the United Provinces.

An interesting pamphlet, under the title " Live and Let
Live ", has been issued by the Association for the Preservation
of Game in the United Provinces. It is, as its title suggests,
an appeal for the preservation of wild life. After referring
to some of the most threatened animals it sets forth a pro-
gramme of protection. The pamphlet bears the signatures
of a large number of the principal landed proprietors of the
United Provinces, most of whom are keen sportsmen, but also
keen supporters of conservation. Their support of the Associa-
tion, the first of its kind in Northern India, gives good hope
for a well-conceived and effective scheme of protection for the
fauna of the United Provinces, which may be an inspiration
also to others.

SOUTH AFRICA.
Mountain Zebra.—It is learned from the Wild Life Protec-

tion Society of South Africa that the Government has voted
the sum of £7,600 for the establishment of a reserve for the
Mountain Zebra. This reserve will be established 18 miles
west of Craddock, near the S wager shock Ridge.

Arrangements are complete for the purchase of a farm
owned by Mr. H. L. Orsmond, which is 1,675 morgen in
extent. At present there are nine mountain zebra on this
farm, eight on an adjoining property, and twenty on a farm
in the Somerset district.

It is hoped that the National Parks Board will be able to
start the reserve with all these thirty-seven zebra.

TRANS-JORDAN.

Information reaches us from the Colonial Office that, by
a law dated 12th November, 1936, the Arabian Oryx has
been placed on the list of protected animals.
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The present position as regards the protection of animals

in Trans-Jordan may be summarized as follows :—
By the Preservation of Game Law, 1934, it was forbidden

under heavy penalties to sell or be found in possession of
the eggs of game birds at any time, or, during a close season
covering the months March to August, both inclusive, to
hunt, snare, net, trap, or deal in game of any kind. Game
is denned for the purpose of the Act as meaning Gazelle,
Hare, Francolin, Red-legged Partridge, Hey's Partridge,
and Bustard.

By an Addendum to the Act, passed in January, 1936,
it was forbidden, for a period of five years, to hunt any
Leopard, Ibex, or Ostrich in Trans-Jordan, or to collect,
sell, or be in possession of any Ostrich eggs.

By the latest Addendum to the Act, the Arabian Oryx
is placed in the same position as the animals last mentioned,
though it is not quite clear from the wording of the measure
whether it is to enjoy protection for a full period of five years
dating from the coming into force of the new Law, or only
for the residue of the period prescribed by the first Addendum
to the Principal Act.

The protection given to wild life by these Acts is the result
in a great measure of the initiative of the British Resident,
but the Acts give effect to the enlightened policy of the
Ruler of Trans-Jordan, His Highness The Amir Abdulla,
who has for years given practical proof of his interest in the
preservation of the natural fauna of his country.

THE NORTHERN SEA-COW
By GRAHAM RENSHAW, M.D., F.R.S.E.

The welcome arrival of a pair of manatees at the Zoo
during last summer reminds one of a related species, the
unfortunate sea-cow or Rhytina (Rhytina stelleri), which
formerly inhabited Behring Straits and has long been extinct
—exterminated, like too many other creatures, by the hand
of man.


