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THE rapidity with which some of the fauna of Australia has
been disappearing has been noted by naturalists for some
time past, but it is only lately that those interested have
been able to get the powers that be to take effective measures
for its protection.

The wave of public sentiment for the protection of the
wild things that is passing over the world has developed
strongly in Australia, and all the individual states which
are responsible for the welfare of the fauna have passed good
Acts to that end. The administration of these Acts rests
in the hands of the police, who, having many other duties
to attend to, cannot always follow the matter as closely as
could be wished; the work is however gradually becoming
more effective, especially in the regulation of the sale of
skins of protected animals.

The enforcement of the State laws, whilst giving the
animals and birds scheduled in the Acts adequate protec-
tion, yet allows unrestricted export of anything that it was
not found necessary to protect, and in 1922 no less than
55,000 birds left for overseas markets. The way in which
some of these birds were packed, and the losses said to have
occurred en route, aroused public indignation. Further, the
great majority of the birds that arrived alive went into
dealers shops, where they had to wait, often in very unhappy
conditions, until claimed by a casual purchaser.

In order to remedy this, and prevent vested interests
growing up around the fauna, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment stepped in and exercised powers under Customs regu-
lations to prevent any birds or animals leaving the country
unless (a) such export was first approved of by a special
Advisory Committee; (b) direct orders had been received
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for such specimens from a zoological or scientific institution,
or well-known aviculturalist.

The welfare of the fauna is affected by several factors
which no laws or regulations can reach. The economic pro-
gress of the country, necessitating as it does the clearing of
the land, naturally produces great changes in environment.
This factor is an increasing one, but we are endeavouring to
minimise its effects by setting apart sanctuaries in various
parts of the country. Even then certain ground birds with
restricted habitat seem to have disappeared,1 while certain
ground parrots with a wide range, extending over quite
unoccupied country, have been reduced to the verge of
extinction, from causes which in some cases are not quite
clear.2

In a large thinly populated country like Australia, every
man is largely a law unto himself as regards his treatment
of the fauna, and it is unfortunate that the average person
is rather more inclined to destroy than to admire the wild
things around him. Only education, and getting the people
to love and value the birds and animals, can overcome this.
Hence we have one day every year, known as Bird Day, on
which the subject has special mention in the primary schools.
Many of the school children are moreover members of the
Gould League of Bird Lovers.

If the matter ended there we could be reasonably sure
of preserving our fauna for posterity, and preventing the
cruelty and waste of life that occurs when the wild things
are treated as merchandise. Another factor, far more
serious, however, has to be contended with. This is the
spread of the introduced fox, cat and rabbit over the land.
These animals, which in the evolutionary sense are millions
of years ahead of the primitive indigenous rodents and
marsupials, have a clear field, and are occupying the native
animals' heritage.

The fox and the rabbit are the greatest dangers, and it
looks at the present time as if no terrestrial mammal,
except the red kangaroo, wombat, platypus, and perhaps a

1 Black-breasted quail, black-throated whip-bird, noisy scrub-bird.
2 Paradise parrot, turquoise parrot, night parrot, scarlet-chested parrot.
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water-rat, can survive where Reynard in conjunction with
the rabbit can permanently establish himself. The conditions
represent a stage of evolution, passing with the rapidity of
a cinema film, which would have, happened aeons ago .but
for the zoological isolation of Australia.

It now remains to be seen what geographical or other
factors will restrict the range of these animals in Australia.
The presence of a tick, fatal to canines, will, unless immunity
is developed, keep the fox out of the coastal districts of
Eastern Australia, while the tropical north and semi-arid
central regions do not seem to form a suitable environment.
At present the fox extends, in a broad line, from the latitude
of Brisbane to Victoria, and thence round the coast to
Geraldton in Mid-West Australia. He is not present in
Tasmania, or the islands off the coast. The rabbit has a
much wider range, and with the European mouse seems
quite at home in the central regions, as well as the open land
near the coasts, and I believe that these two animals, with
their greater virility and larger reproductive power, will oust
the more primitive native rodents.

Thus it will be seen that some of the Australian animals
and birds are menaced by factors that are not present in
other countries, and which are quite uncontrollable. They
have moreover a relatively low sense of life preservation
when compared with the animals of other countries, and it is
noted that some species cannot stand much change in their
environment.

Australia, with its wide areas and varying conditions, as
yet has much country where the fauna is still in its native
state, and where it is probable that it will not be affected by
any untoward circumstances in the immediate future. Its
welfare, especially that of the mammals, is nevertheless a
cause for anxiety, and care will have to be taken to see that
as many species as possible will have some haven of refuge
where they can remain unmolested.


