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Rwanda

International Gorilla 
Conservation Programme

Rwanda is a small, landlocked highland country 
in central Africa, famous for its mountain gorillas, 
which inhabit the Volcanoes National Park within the 
Virunga Massif – a spectacular range of volcanoes 
straddling the borders with the Democratic Republic 
of Congo and Uganda.

Most of Rwanda is densely populated, however, 
and not much in the way of natural habitat or wildlife 
remains outside the country’s protected areas.

FFI’s focus in Rwanda is on the conservation 
of mountain gorillas. This work began in 1978 
at the request of our vice-president, Sir David 
Attenborough. Upon returning to the UK having 
witnessed the plight of the mountain gorillas while 
filming for Life on Earth, Sir David immediately 
arranged a meeting with FFI to discuss what could 
be done to turn around their fortunes.

As he describes in his filmed conversation with Mark 
Rose, FFI immediately took steps to raise funds and 
establish what today is known as the International 
Gorilla Conservation Programme (IGCP) – a coalition 
between FFI and WWF.

As a result of conservation initiatives like IGCP, as 
well as the efforts of government authorities and 
communities in all three countries, mountain gorilla 
numbers have been increasing steadily. This work 
continues today, and is one of our longest-running 
and most successful programmes.

The aim is to create community-conserved areas that 
will link up with national legislation to formally protect 
areas that are important for communities while 
also safeguarding the biodiversity found there. This 
work has the potential to set a precedent that will 
strengthen conservation and community livelihoods 
across Uganda and the wider region.

Places to see 
• Embark on foot to see mountain gorillas in 

Volcanoes National Park. With peaks reaching 
nearly 4,500 metres and a network of rugged 
trails, this is a park that is as challenging as it 
is thrilling and despite its popularity, it is still the 
best place to see mountain gorillas.

• The trekking experience typically lasts between 
four and eight hours, most of which is spent 
hiking through mystical bamboo forests, wild 
meadows, and swampy areas. Guides from the 
national park service will eventually lead you to 
one of the habituated gorilla families. You’ll spend 
an hour observing the creatures as they eat, care 
for their babies, and interact with one another.
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Itinerary | 5 nights | 25 - 29 June

Day 1 | 25 June  

Depart London UK to Kigali Rwanda

Day 2  | 26 June 

Arrive Kigali. Met and transferred to Virunga region. Afternoon 
activities around lodge (dependant on arrival time). Overnight Virunga 
Lodge (all inclusive). 

Day 3  | 27 June 

First Gorilla Trek. Afternoon activities flexible depending on length of 
trek. 

Day 4  | 28 June  

Optional day of activities

Day 5  |  29 June 

Return to Kigali. Afternoon visits / tours. Overnight Kigali Marriott for 
one night. 

Accommodation

Virunga Lodge

The magnificent Virunga Lodge in Rwanda is one 
of Africa’s most loved lodges. Perched high on a 
ridge with dramatic views overlooking the Virunga 
Volcanoes, Musanze valley, Lake Bulera and 
Lake Ruhondo. 

Kigali Marriott Hotel

Within walking distance of several embassies, Ki-
gali Marriott Hotel offers luxurious accommodation 
in downtown Kigali. 
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Kenya

Ol Pejeta Consevancy
Ol Pejeta Conservancy is 90,000 acres of 
wilderness, offering an incredibly uncrowded 
environment to enjoy wildlife. The Conservancy 
is home to Kenya’s largest population of black 
rhino, large numbers of elephant, cheetah, 
lion, leopard, African wilddog and plentiful 
plains game. There are also a number of rarer 
northern species such as Grevy’s Zebra, 
Jackson’s Hartebeest and beisa oryx.
Ol Pejeta Conservancy is one of FFI’s flagship 
projects; working to conserve wildlife, provide 

a sanctuary for great apes and to generate 
income through wildlife tourism and 
complementary enterprises for re-investment in 
conservation and community development. 
It also houses the last remaining northern 
white rhino in the world and the Sweetwaters 
Chimpanzee Sanctuary is situated here,
providing a haven for orphaned, abandoned 
and rescued chimpanzees.

Places to see 
• Meet the world’s last northern white rhino.

• Set out on a dawn game drive, exploring the 
conservancy. This beautiful landscape is home to 
a wide variety of wildlife, including lions, leopards, 
buffalos, elephants, rhinos, giraffes, antelopes 
and more. Accompanied by one of the camp’s 
highly trained guides.

• Meet some of the team responsible for running 
the successful Ol Pejeta Conservancy and learn 
more about how it operates. 

• Visit the Sweetwaters Chimpanzee Sanctuary, 
home to the only surviving chimp population in 
Kenya. More than 40 chimps live here, most of 
them rescued from the bushmeat industry. 
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Itinerary | 3 nights| 30 June - 2 July

Day 6 | 30 June  

Scheduled flight to Nairobi. Charter flight to Ol Pejeta. Overnight 
Sanctuary Tambarare for three nights. Night game drive.

Day 7  | 1 July 

Ol Pejeta. Transfers and local project visits. 

Day 8  | 2 July 

Ol Pejeta. Transfers and local project visits.

Accommodation

Sanctuary Tambarare Camp

Sanctuary Tambarare Camp is located in the 
award-winning Ol Pejeta Conservancy, 90,000 
acres of unspoilt African landscape within Kenya’s 
Laikipia region. Sanctuary Tambarare is nestled 
amongst fever trees in the shadow of Mount Kenya 
and features 10 luxurious, large, and airy canvas 
tents with private verandas. 

Meet the Northen White Rhinos -  Get up close and personal with the                                           
world’s last northern white rhinos and hear their amazing story. 

Dog tracking - Visit Ol Pejeta’s anti-poaching dog unit. Interact with the dog                              
keepers, and learn about what it takes to look after our highly trained canine team. After a tour of the 
kennels, clients are encouraged to try and evade our sniffer dogs. 

Ride with Rhinos - Take a morning or afternoon ride with the endangered white rhinos in their 700-
acre boma. 

Sweetwaters Chimpanzee Sanctuary -  View the chimpanzees and learn more about this 
threatened species.

Lion Tracking - learn about and track the lions of Ol Pejeta Conservancy and contribute towards 
conservation efforts. 

Night Game Drive - discover Ol Pejeta ‘after hours’. With the help of a filtered spot light, the drives 
can produce some unusual sightings of nocturnal animals. 

Community Visit - By visiting some of our neighbouring communities, you can now see first-hand 
how Ol Pejeta is helping to improve the lives and livelihoods of hundreds of people.

Activities available at Ol Pejeta
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Kenya

Lamu and Pate Islands
The north Kenya coast from the Tana Delta to 
the Somali border supports a mosaic of largely 
intact coastal and marine habitats, including the 
country’s largest wetland and 60% of the country’s 
mangroves. These ecosystems support diverse 
marine species, including sharks, dolphins, dugongs, 
and sea turtles, as well as rich inshore and pelagic 
fisheries, and coastal communities depend on them 
for their livelihoods and well-being. However, these 
marine ecosystems are threatened by unsustainable 
harvesting, pollution, deforestation, destructive 
fishing practices and habitat conversion by large 
commercial interests and land speculators. 

Since 2011, FFI has been working with the Northern 
Rangelands Trust–Coast, a regional office of 
the Northern Rangelands Trust (NRT – see the 
accompanying Halcyon Land & Sea report for 
more details). It supports several community 
conservancies in the north Kenyan coastal zone 
around Lamu. This project focuses specifically on 
the support and further development of Pate, Kiunga 
and Lower Tana Delta Community Conservancies. 
It will ensure the effective management of this 
area by integrating governance and management 
mechanisms across different scales, empowering 
coastal communities to engage in biodiversity 
conservation and sustainable fisheries management.

Places to see 
• Explore the islands of Lamu and Pate by boat, 

meet coastal communities and witness firsthand 
the conservation projects safeguarding the 
important marine ecosystems in this area. 

• Manda Bay, Lamu is known for its excellent 
boating activities - a great way to explore the 
pristine mangrove creeks and view the wildlife. 

• Take an early evening safari drive for a chance 
to view Lamu’s stunning wildlife; whilst most of 
the animals are nocturnal including the greater 
Galago bushbaby, white tailed mongoose, 
civet cat, porcupine, hyaena, genet cat and 
occasionally leopard; you can regularly see 

dik-dik, buffalo and bushbuck, dwarf mongoose, 
yellow baboons and vervet monkeys. 

• There are a large variety of water birds as well 
as dry country scrub species. A true spectacle 
are the flocks of northern carmine bee-eaters 
that seasonally roost on the mangrove islands 
adjacent to Manda Bay, making for incredible 
evening viewing. 

• An Unesco World Heritage site, Lamu Old Town 
is Kenya’s oldest continually inhabited town, and 
was one of the original Swahili settlements that 
formed part of the trading seaports along coastal 
East Africa. This medieval town has a unique 
style of building and plasterwork which has been 
retained over the centuries.
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Itinerary | 4 nights| 3 July - 7 July

Day 9 | 3 July  

Charter flight to Lamu. Met and transfer to Manda Bay for three nights. 
Full board.

Day 10  | 4 July 

Boat transfer to Pate island and project visit. Transfers on Pate and 
local project visits.

Day 11  | 5 July 

Day at leisure, Manda Bay activities.

Day 12  | 6 July 

Charter flight back to Nairobi. Met and assisted with use of a day room 
until being transferred back to airport. Group farewell dinner. Depart.

Day 13  | 7 July 

Arrive UK.

Accommodation

Manda Bay

Manda Bay is a small privately owned boutique lodge.  
An unspoilt, secluded location where you can enjoy 
simplistic beauty in palm thatched cottages and open 
living spaces.  Manda Bay combines the ultimate bush 
and beach experience with miles of soft white sand on 
a private beach and Coconut palms mixed with Doum 
palms, Acacia Tortilis and a variety of wildlife.

Cost per person: US $17,670

Includes all details shown, one gorilla permit per person, 
transfers, tour leader, charter flights, accomodation as shown 
(twin or double rooms)



8

CAMILLA RHODES
Business Development Executive
E: camilla.rhodes@fauna-flora.org
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For more information please contact:

Registered Charity No. 1011102 www.fauna-flora.org


